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Riverside County Facts

ÅCurrent population:  2.1 million

ÅEstimated population in 2030: 3.3 million

ÅCurrent number of jobs: 500,000

ÅEstimated number of jobs in 2030: 1.1 million

ÅLongest Commute in SCAG Region

ÅMost Expensive Commute in Nation



ÅSouthern California 

Regional Rail 

Authority (SCRRA) 

or Metrolink

Å1991 Formed JPA 

of 5 Southern 

California Counties

ÅSeven Lines

ÅApprox. 150 Daily 

Trains

Å55 Stations 4

Metrolink Overview



PVL Facts, 

Benefits, and 

Challenges
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PVL Facts

Scope

24 Miles

12 Trips per Day (8 peak)

4 New Stations

$232.7 M Project Cost

Daily Ridership

Approx. 45,000 

Systemwide

Estimated 4,350 PVL 

Opening Day



7

Project Benefits

ÅSolidifies successful rail transit backbone for 
Western Riverside County

ÅOffers rail service to more
of Riverside County

ÅProvides opportunity for 
multi-modal transit to serve 
local employers

ÅCreates a transit alternative to I-215

ÅProvides economic development opportunities 
at station sites
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Timely Opportunities

ÅEnjoys Federal support and funding

ÅContinue expansion to a growing area

ÅIncorporate state of the art safety 

improvements

ÅIncludes new layover facility

ÅOpens new era of cooperation with BNSF
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A Few Challenges

ÅChanges in liability agreements with BNSF 

ÅRequires ongoing Metrolink policy and staff 

support

ÅContinued economic downturn could slow 

ridership growth

ÅNeed to Integrate with Metrolink system

ÅConstrained by Small Starts Requirements
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Key Elements 

and Next Steps



Existing Conditions

ÅCurrently carries limited 
freight traffic ïSeveral 
BNSF trains per day 
between I-215 Corridor 
& San Bernardino

ÅMax. speed = 25 mph

ÅNo signal system ï
Dispatching done by 
radio (track warrants)

ÅSteep grades (2%) and 
sharp curves (10°) up 
Box Springs Grade
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Scope of Work Overview

ÅFully rehabilitate or reconstruct existing 
track or construct new alignment adjacent 
to existing track ïnew speed up to 79 mph

ÅDrainage improvements

ÅSafety enhancements

ÅReconstruction of bridges

ÅUpgrade existing at-grade crossings 

ÅInstall signal and communication system

Å4 passenger stations

ÅConstruct layover facility



Track Rehabilitation

ÅCurrent track generally 90 lb or 115 lb, with 

shorter sections that have recently been 

upgraded to 136 lb

ÅProject will upgrade virtually all mainline track to 

136 lb continuous welded rail (CWR) with new 

ballast & concrete ties



Track Construction

Existing Track

New Track


